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State of California 
California Regional Water Quality Control Board 
Colorado River Basin Region 
 
 MINUTES OF BOARD MEETING 
 Thursday, November 19, 2009, 10:00 a.m. 
  City Council Chambers 
 City of Palm Desert 
 73-510 Fred Waring Drive 
 Palm Desert, CA  92260 
 

 
The California Regional Water Quality Control Board, Colorado River Basin Region, 
was called to order by the Chair, Ellen Way, at 10:00 a.m. on November 19, 2009, at 
Palm Desert, California. 
 
 
ROLL CALL (BOARD MEMBERS ONLY) 
 

Board Members Present: 
Tom Davis, Jeff Hays, Red Martinez, Ed Muzik, Ellen Way 
 
The Board Secretary stated that a quorum was present. 

 
Staff Present: 
Jose Angel, Terry Barnes, Mary Castaneda, Abdi Haile, Robert Perdue, Hilda 
Vasquez, Doug Wylie. 

 
Others Present: 
 
Steve Bigley, Coachella Valley Water District 
Carolyn Penny, UC Davis 
Margo Sturges 
Greg Trousdell, City of Rancho Mirage 
Tom Vandenberg, Office of Chief Counsel, SWRCB 
 
 

MINUTES 
 

1. Minutes of September 17, 2009, Board Meeting 
 

MOTION: Jeff Hays moved, Red Martinez seconded, and motion carried 
unanimously that the Minutes be adopted. 

 
 
PUBLIC FORUM 

 
2. No public comment. 
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UNCONTESTED NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM 
PERMITS AND WASTE DISCHARGE REQUIREMENTS 

 
3. R7-2009-0064 Waste Discharge Requirements for Imperial County 

Gateway Services Area, Owner; Rocky Vandergriff 
Water Quality Specialists of San Diego Inc., Operator; 
Municipal Wastewater Treatment Plant, East of 
Calexico — Imperial County (Supercedes) 

 
4. R7-2009-0300 General Waste Discharge Requirements (WDRs) and 

General National Pollutant Discharge Elimination 
System (NPDES) Permit for Low Threat Discharges 
to Surface Waters Within the Colorado River 
Basin Region (New) 

 
MOTION: Ed Muzik moved, Tom Davis seconded. and motion carried unanimously 
that Board Order Nos. R7-2009-0064, R7-2009-0300 with errata’s, be adopted. 

 
 
OTHER BUSINESS 
 

5. Schedule of Board Meetings for Calendar Year 2010 
 

6. Informational Update on activities to address impacts from septic systems in the 
Town of Yucca Valley — JLA 

 
The Discharges asked to postpone several enforcement orders until the next 
Board meeting. 

7. Informational Update on Border Pollution — JLA 
 

Jose Angel gave an update on the Border Pollution. 
 
8. Informational Update on Enforcement Report — DW 

 
Enforcement Coordinator Doug Wylie made a presentation on Enforcement 
activities for the period of January-June 2009.  In addition, he noted that the 
Coachella Sanitary District paid a $3,000 penalty to the State Water Board's 
Cleanup and Abatement Account to settle Administrative Civil Liability Complaint 
No. R7-2009-0073 issued on September 9, 2009. 

 
9. Informational Update on State Water Resources Control Board Activities — TV 
 

Tom Vandenberg, Regional Board counsel, gave an update on the Water Quality 
Enforcement Policy, indicating that the SWRCB adopted the policy at its 
November 17, 2009 public hearing.  Jose Angel then provided the Board with more 
information about the changes between the new policy and the existing policy, 
which was adopted in 2002.  Mr. Vandenberg also briefly mentioned that the 
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SWRCB would post the 2008 TMDL List soon, that all monies have been assigned 
pertaining to the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act, and that a new law 
(Senate Bill 310 (Ducheny)) was passed, called the “California Watershed 
Improvement Act of 2009.”  He explained that this new law would allow Municipal 
Separate Storm Sewer System permittees on a voluntary basis to develop 
watershed-wide improvement plans to address sources of pollution within the 
watershed.  The Regional Board could participate in the development of the plans.  
Any plans developed would be required to be submitted to the Regional Board for 
its review and approval.  He concluded by noting that compliance with any plans 
developed would not constitute compliance with any applicable permits, however.  
Instead, such plans would need to be incorporated into existing permits to have 
any legal effect. 

 
10. Colorado River Basin Water Board Executive Officer's Report —  RP 

(See attachment) 
 

11. Colorado River Basin Water Board Member Comments 
 

No comments by the Board Members 
 

12. Colorado River Basin Water Board Chair's Report —  EW 
 
Chair Ellen Way recommended proactive planning to deal with the ongoing budget 
crisis. 

 
 
CLOSED SESSION 
 

13.  At any time during the regular session, the Board may adjourn to meet in closed 
session to consider evidence received in an adjudicatory hearing and deliberate 
on a decision to be reached based on that evidence [Authority:  Government 
Code Section 11126(c)(3)]; to discuss significant exposure to litigation [Authority:  
Government Code Section 11126(e)(2)(B)(i)]; to discuss whether to initiate 
litigation [Authority:  Government Code Section 11126(e)(2)(C)(i)]; or to discuss 
initiated litigation [Authority:  Government Code Section 11126(e)].  Discussion of 
litigation is within the attorney-client privilege and may be held in closed session 
[Authority:  Government Code Section 11126(e)(2)]. 

 
 

ARRANGEMENTS FOR NEXT BOARD MEETING:  Thursday, January 21, 
2010, 10:00 a.m. 

 
 
Adjournment: 11:30 a.m. 
 

MOTION:  Jeff Hays moved, Tom Davis seconded, and motion carried unanimously 
that the Board Meeting be adjourned. 


